


% 


ERE ARES HRER 
y 





¢: 
h 
2 
> 4 } 


semte 
Be 
+Ott 
7 


& 


| WR. BSR S 


SAA. 


AE SS me 
pie 
SORE 


CEeRELE. 
ERO 
"s 
SICRLER 
>? “em : 
ZTSPS. 


by Fr BEMOMRADE. 
i a 
Z 


v, 


oC Te an” a SK 

OME ECA 
BRVEWWEe : 

DERE BBs i NHYSROfod 


2 SRRORSL UN BIG 
SAVE CER ROY 
| SMI BER WEE ONS 
LEER IU | BEARS |° 
BESTS ROME 
HI VORNC THERA 
SHRI AOREREN4 
SERS REIL RO 
ANE in VOR HEY 
HEU ERE] 8 | 
VRBO VIR LB 
PER Sk Be Sy 
Rovio | aeroeese 
BEBRMWRIS EP 
EOKBUSO WIRES 
AJDRAUSGIM - SE Hoey 
BSE EER Wo’ 
DUBC SE Kou ee 
KP PEON OGIES 
BEV ' 


— Aye 
TS> 
iil 
QI DOE LAEKa © | 
rua 
oa | 


HobMay LA 


r] 


BCL SHEL, BUFR 


U9; 
ED 
° BETS. 


a 
ial 
/% 
F | 


% 
Dies 


4 
‘AR 


SREB 
CODICES 
SAOREE+. FAH 
HUESNS: 
S mncy—ynya 


meet 
DGS 


Bs 
Ze 





Kr 
+ 


é 
3 
6 


CONTENTS: 


CHAPTER 34: THE BATTLE OF KANASUGI BRIDGE - FIVE 5 


CHAPTER 35: ESCAPE 39 
CHAPTER 36: SWORD 73 
CHAPTER 37: MOLE 103 
CHAPTER 38: FISHERMAN'S ADVANTAGE 139 
CHAPTER 39: ALONE 173 


CHAPTER 40: A PARADE OF MONSTERS IN BROAD DAYLIGHT 207 


ARYFRII VA Saitem 


SE 


g OA AE EP MOONS 


= 
Ee 
= 
a 
w 
=x 
ae 
= 
\ oD, 
[- 4 
= 
1-5 
=, 
= 
oo 





|} |, ee LY, 


} 


















































































































































SFX: 
stomp, 
stagger 
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{S TO 
WAIT FOR 
THE ENEMY 
TO COME 
CLOSE, THEN 
PULL THE 
TRIGGER. 


THE TRICK 
TO AIMING 


WITH THIS, 






































SFX: 
rushing 
footsteps 











SFX: 
whistle 
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SFX: 
Huff, huff 








I'M GOIN’ 
TO GRAB 
YONE, YOU 


SFX: 
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SFX: 
pouring 
rain 





























TIN: They're |.» 
using sliding ff 

doors as 
stretchers, 
hence why 
they desire 
more doors. 
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SFX: 
Nuwaaah 








SFX: 


chew 























































































































THIS 

IS THE 
RESULT 
OF EXPE- 
RIENCING 
THE KILL- 

ING OF 
HUMANS. 


HE’S BEEN } 
REDUCED 
TOA 
DEMONIC 
BEAST... 
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IT'S ‘CAUSE 
WE WENT OUT 
IN THE MIDDLE 
OF THE DAY AND 












T-I DION’T VP 
THINK THE E & 
eeloee ff 
BeIPeE 
BE THAT 4 

BUSY... 
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OEFINITE- \ 


CURSED, 


YOU SAY 


















































































































TN: For 
Further 
information, 
search 
“Tsuruoka 

Domain” on 
Wikipedia 
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ARE THE |i 
SATSUMA 









LOOKS 





















LIKE 
NO... WE'LL BE 
IT'LL Be || SHOULO Hee CRAY 


WE GO 
BACK 
TO THE 
ESTATEP 






























EVEN LORD | SHIMADA 
SHIMADA : 
MIGHT'VE 
WOLILO 
BEEN CAP- 
CONFESS IF Tigo AnD 
HE HAO TO 




























DEAL WITH 
TORTURE. 















































IT’S GOIN’ =f i | 
exactty || THIS, 'S [ay ! 
LIKE LORD ‘ A | 
WADA he 
SAID. 





We 
SHOULON'T 
| HAVE TRIED 
i? TO SuRPRISE 
THEM DURING 
THE DAY... IT’S 
TOO HARD TO 
RUN WHEN 
THERE'S 
SO MANY 
PEOPLE. 



























































































































































































































































































































































THERE'S 
NO POINT EVEN IF 
IN HIOIN + | IVS NOT THE HEB 
IF THEY’RE SATSUMA rq 
eH cone THERE MIGHT | | 
| BE OTHER 
ON LIKE BASTARDS 
BEFORE. WHO SEE US 
ANO TELL 








THEM. 






















HUHP BUT 
ISN'T THAT 
BREAKIN’ 








BREAKIN’ 
THE RULES 










IF WE HAVE Peo 
TO 0O TT, ‘ 
IT’ BESIDES... 
BETTER 






THAN 
BEING 
CAUGHT. 











Sidenote: 
Refer to 
Volume 1 
“One Strike, 
One Kill 


k 
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Squad”. RIHACHI... i 
YOU MEAN KN ee ST KNOW 
THAT ‘ Los RIHACHI'S 
RIHACHIP : loa 
ISN’T THAT 
YEAH, EAR FROM 
THE GLY HERE. 
WHO GOT 


HIMSELF 
HURT DURING 
TRAINING 
THAT LORD, 
SHIMADA 
SENT 
HOME! 














you 


LET'S 
HIDE THE ag 


We 
KATANAS |] GHOULD YOUR HAIR 


DISGUISE TOO. ‘AWITHIN HALF 
SA DAY. 


LOOK, 
YOU'RE BESIDES, 


BLEEDIN’ YOU'RE 


INJURED... 


THERE 
MIGHT 8 
SOME 
MEDICINE 
WE CAN 
GET AT 
THE VIL- 
LAGE. 
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WILL SEE N\) & 
US ALL THE | 

WAY OUT | 
HERE! 





EVERYTHIN’ 
SEEMS SO }, 
EASYEOIN’. VU 


7) 
Y//; 


Wa 
Ug 
Ww 


“Wig 


Lf Hy! 


Uf 









YOU LEAVE 
Y. 


THINK ABOUT 
IT, COMPARED 
TO EVERYONE 





ONCE HE 
HEARS THAT 
WE BECAME 

SAMURAI AND 
WENT WILD IN 
THE CITY... 


RESPECT- 
EO THE 
SAMURAI 
WAY MORE 
THAN THE 

OTHERS. 


THE 
STORIES 
WILL 
SOUND 
LIKE A 
DREAM. 


CAN'T 


GUY SENT 
HOME FROM 
A TRAINING 

INJURY... 


THAT 
BASTARD, 
RIHACHI, 


WHAT 
KINDA 
FACE 
IS HE 
GONNA 
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THAT'S 
TRUE 

GOOD 
GUY. 


W-WHILE 
RIHACHI 
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Se igs 
Va ue) ag Woh: 





NOT 

ONLY THAT... 

IT DOESN'T 

S LOOK LIke 
| THAT OLO HAG 
SN RECEIVED ANY 
WAY OF RIHACHI’S 





SHIMADA SAID 

THAT AFTER HE 

RIHACHI WOULD 
BE PAID AND 
SENT HOME! 


IF HE WAS 
PLANNIN’ ON 
FOOLIN’ US THEN 


HOW 
ARE YOU 
GONNA 


BPUTE GET HIM 





BASTARD 
OEFINITELY 
KNOWS 
SOMETHIN’. 


WE'LL GRAB } 
HIM WHILE 
HE’S OUT 
SHOPPIN’ 
AND MAKE 
HIM SPILL 

IT ALL. 


THERE'S 
SOMEONE 
OTHER THAN 
SHIMADA 
WHO KNEW 
WHAT WAS 
GOIN’ ON. 


IF 
SHIMADA IS 
SAFE THEN 
YOKICHI 
SHOULD 
; BE AT THE 
WE'LL BASE AS 
HEAD BACK USUAL. 
TO TOWN 
FIRST THING 
IN THE 
MORNIN‘... 
















PRIN: 

Gizzard 
shad is a 
type oF 
herring. 


GOT 
SOME 
FRESHLY 
CAUGHT 
GIZZARD 
SHAD. 











WHY START A 
FIGHT IN THE 
MIOOLE OF 


HE OAY WHEN 


Ags 


THEM THEN 
THEY'RE 
JUST AS 

BAD AS THE 

SATSUMA. 


THIS IS 
CRAZY. 


THIS TIME A 
GROUP OF 
SATSUMA 
WERE AT- 
TACKED ON 


a brash 


THE TILE 
BLOCK 
PRINT'S 
SAYIN’ IT’S 
THAT POO 
SQUAD 
FROM 
BEFORE. 





BEST 


THING TO = IT SEEMS 


DO IS TO HANS POINTLESS MORE 


DRINK ANO Sop \ FOLKS LIKE 
Se THAT ARE 


FUTURE , POPPIN’ UP 
LIKE THIS. 














LOOKING. 























































































































lhc Li ph a, Wi 
SELELEE 
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IT’S US, 
IT’S US. 


ABOUT US, 
FP > YOKICHIZ 


| — 


SFX: 
S pick, tear 






































SFX: 
lick x2 


EVENIN’. 


—<—— 








SFX: 
chomp xZ 








r've an ‘ed HEY, 
GOT ONE “| YOKICHI. 
=, 






































MEMBER! 




























































































































































































































































































I-T GAVE 
HIM HIS 
MONEY ANDO 
THEN SENT 
HIM HOME! 


MEDICINE, 


SFX: 
squeeeeze 
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SFX: 
shove, 
crack 


ASS. 











We SHOULD BE 
CRACKIN’ THIS } 























WAS 
KILLED... 


BY LORD 
SHIMADA, 











































































I... DIO 
AS I WAS 
THAT'S TOLO AND 
ALL T PASSED THE 
HE'S KNOW... BAMBOO 
WRAPPED 
LIKELY BEEN CORPSE 
| THROWN INTO oa 
THE SEA... & 
OR BURIED IN CARRIERS... 


THE MOUN- 































































































































































































I'M NOT 
ENTIRELY 
SURE... 
BUT IT'S 


peroedeLy \ 


BETTER 
THAT WAY... 


WE CAN'T 
MAKE 
MONEY 
UNLESS 
YOU TAKE 
SOME 
RISKS. 


I’M THE 
SAME AS 
you... 























PEASANTS 
TO LIVE. 





AT THIS 
RATE 
WE'RE 
GONNA 
GET 
KILLED 
TOO. 


HEY... 
I BES YOU, | 
ICHIZOU... 


I'VE GOT 
FIVE KIOS 
TO FEED. 





THAT IS, 
IF YOU 
CAN USE 
THOSE 















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































WE'RE 
GETTIN’ 
THOSE 

SWORDS. f 
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SASS 
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CHIPPED 
AND BENT 
SO MUCH 
WE CAN’T 
GO BACK 

IN THE 
SHEATHE. 























THAT HAVE 
BEEN 
THROWN 
AWAY, 
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LULL, 















































































































































































































































































































































THAT'S 
OISTURB- 
ING. 


WALKIN’ 
ABOUT 
IN THE 
MOOLE 
OF THE 
DAYP 


WHYS A 
DRENCHED 
PROSTI- 
TUTE... 





SFX: 
squelch, 
drag 







LL AL ofp 


bf 


ANd. g 





THANKS 
TO THEM, ONE NEVER 


QUITE GETS 
USED TO 
HAVING THEIR 
SHOULDER 
OISLOCAT- 
ED 


SINCE : f 
THEY ARE ; j 
BORROWING eo ee 
THE GROUNDS TO THE 
FROM THE ESTATE 
CHILD OF A ANO TIDY 
GOOD FRIEND ue. 
OF OUR j . 
LORD'S... 





I CANNOT 
BE A HASSLE 
TO THEM 
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TO THE 
ONE STRIKE, 
ONE KILL 




















Note: 
“Vain 
Dream of 
Wealth and 
Splendour”: 
A proverb 
about the 
Fickle 
nature 
of life. 











J THey 
a Vee 2 WX CERTAINLY 
WEALTH AND Looe 


SPLENDOR. 




















SFX: 
I will give 
fohoho f| WHAT'S 
THIS 
|| WORLO 
COMIN’ 


TOP 
































CHAPTER 37: MOLE 







“ey 


ONS EERO 





il 






VE 











YOUR PULSE 
HAS GOTTEN epee a THE RAIN’S 
STRONGER... ye STOPPED... 











IT 
WOULON’T BE 
STRANGE FOR 
AN AVERAGE 

MAN TO OIE 
FROM THIS, 

















THIS 
MAY ONLY 
OFFER YOU 
PEACE 
OF MINO, 
BUT... 























HERE'S 
SOME 
HERBAL 
MEDICINE {: 
TO PRE- 
VENT IN- 
FECTION. 
USE IT. 


TAKE AS 
MUCH AS 
YOU LIKE. 





BUT... 
YOUR WOUND 
HASN’T HEALED 
ANDO IS STILL 
BLEEDING 
HEAVILY. 





WOULON’T 
you 
AGREEP 


TRYING TO 
THREATEN 
MEP 


THANKS 
TO THAT, 
A LARGE 
NUMBER OF 
ONLOOKERS 
WERE KILLED 
ALONGSIDE 
THOSE 
ACTUALLY 
INVOLVED, 


THIS IS 

BETTER 
THAN ME 
TIPPING 
OFF THE 
SATSUMA, 


NEVER HEARD 
OF SUCH A 
FLASHY BRAWL 
HAPPENING 
IN BROAD 
DAYLIGHT 
BEFORE. 


COME TO 
THINK OF IT, 
THERE WAS A 

}. FIGHT NEAR 

PXTHE SATSUMA 





YOU NEED 
TO LEAVE 
EDO NOW. 








IT'S A NICE 
HIDEOUT, BUT 
EVENTUALLY 
PEOPLE ARE 


I KNOW 
YOU'RE NOT 
IN THE BEST 
OF SHAPE, 

eur... 





A STORAGE 
ROOM 
RENTED BY 
PEASANTS 














NO... 


THAT MAN’S 
gx: | CLEVER... HE 
nittiz|  OEFINITELY 

WOULD HAVE 

ESCAPED, 


IT'S BARELY 
ENOUGH TO 
GIVE ME ANY 
PEACE OF 
MIND, 





























WILL 
My BODY 
HOLD OUT 
‘TIL THEN? 








USHIGOROU 
PROBABLY 
DIED ON 
KANASUGI 
BRIDGE. 


EITHER WAY, 
FINDING HIM 
WILL TAKE 
TIME. 











IF IT HIT MY 

STOMACH, 
IT MEANS , 

NOTHING. py =m YOU STITCH 
( NU THE WOLIND, 
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I HAVE 
NO NAME 
OR TITLE, 

















SO DON'T Se ez gf ff | _ 
BOTHER ||~ Q S Ay ® i eT 
ASKING, ee KS SAREE 
IN S\= \ fl Mt | 
M H DON’T 
PANIC. 
SO . 
THERE'S = 
NO USE IN I’M NOT \\ oN 
SEEKING My |/7 YOUR 
IDENTITY. | ENEMY. ES 





































THAT 
WOUND IS 
DEEP. THE 

TREATMENT BY 
THAT QUACK 
WON'T SAVE 
YOU. 





ee crccees 

































































I DON’T 
EVEN HAVE 
TO MAKE A 
MOVE... 
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AND 
ONE MORE 
THING... 


THE PREY 
THAT YOU 
AND I ARE 


LOOKING 
FOR... 





















IT 
DOESN’T 
MATTER 
WHETHER 
IT’S YOU OR 
I WHO HUNTS 
DOWN THE 
PREY. 





YOU MAY 
GET THE 
CHANCE TO 
PERSONALLY 
CUT THEM 
DOWN. 








LEAVE THE 
PLANNING 
TO ME. 


AND HOW 
WILL IT DO 
THIS?P 





n\ 
LB 


ss 
mn 












































THE PAIN WILL 
DISAPPEAR 
AND YOULL 

RECOVER YOUR 

ENERGY AND 

VITALITY RIGHT 











COMPARED 
TO THIS- 


I DON’T 
HAVE FREE 


I DON’T 
THINK IT'LL 
GO AS YOU 

PLANNED, 


IT ALL LIES 
AT THE WHIM OF 
PUPPETEERS 
CONTROLLING 
EVERYONE 
BEHIND THE 
SCENES LIKE 
THEY°RE DOLLS 
IN A PLAY. 


MOST 
ARE JUST 
LIKE YOU. 
NONE OF 
YOU KNOW 
A THING. 


you 
UNDER- 
STAND 
NOTHING. 





ADMIRE 
IDEAS AND 


NONE | y 
OF YOU aN DESIGNS 


| QUESTION 
A THING. 


CREATED 


D 
PROSTRATE 
YOURSELVES 
BEFORE THEIR) 

| AUTHORITY. | 


AND THE 
FUTURE. 




















YOU 
COMPLY 
WITH THE 
RULES 
MADE BY 
THEM, 





IF YOURE 
ANGRY 
THEN WHY 
DON’T YOU 
FIGHT BACK 
A BIT? 








I AM WELL 
BEYOND 
THE UNDER- 
STANDING 
OF SOME- 
ONE LIKE 
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"AW AAAI 
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ng | 
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EVEN 
WITH MY 
MEDICINE, 
YOUR BODY 
WON?’T HOLD 





§ HA HAHAHA HAH. 





























I?S THE 
ONLY PERK } : CARE HOW 
OF THIS JOB | 
AFTER ALL. 





ESSENTIALLY... 
THE ONE STRIKE, 
ONE KILL SQUAD 

THAT My LORD 

HAS BESTOWED 
ON ME HAS LOST 

HALF OF THEI2 
MEMBERS, WADA 

ROKUROU 
INCLUDED, 


BECAUSE OF 
THIS, THE NEWS 
DISTRIBUTORS 
ARE PUBLISHING 
MESSAGES 
SYMPATHETIC TO 
THE SATSUMA. 








T WILL NOW 
CONVEY THE 
FAILURES 
CONCERNING 
THE SAGARA 
ASSASSINATION 
ATTEMPT... 
































































































































A LARGE 
NUMBER OF 
CITIZENS WERE 
SWEPT UP IN THE 
BATTLE AND 
LOST THEIe 
LIVES, 














y 





I HAVE 
EXPLOITED, 
YOUR KINO- ANE 

Ness! [3S 


y 




































| ay 








IMMENSELY. 





LOOK... I WILL 
ACCEPT ANY, 
SENTENCE) 
YOU FEELS} 
APPROPRIATE, 
EVEN IF IT IS 
DEATH. 





IT WAS THE 
HEIGHT OF 
RECKLESSNESS 
TO FIGHT THE 
ENEMY WHILE 
YOU WERE STILL 
SEEKING REIN- 
FORCEMENTS 

FOR US, 























I, SHIMADA 
KOUNOSUKE, 

Gye TAKE FLILL 

Se] PESPONSI- 

CE] BILITY FOR 


SAN THIS, 
CLEAN 



























































EVEN THOUGH 
YOU WERE SO 
BUSY, YOUR 
WILLINGNESS TO 
DEVELOP THE 

ey SQUAD WAS 
yi INDISPENSABLE 
A TO US. 





I REGRET MY 
ACTIONS... 


Te 



















4} I GAVE 

| YOU THE GO 
AHEAD IN 
THE FIRST 



































J THINGS HOWEVER, IT 
i HAVE WOULD @€ A 
ee. a PeBUILD THE 
y Lt 
Wieaeses PROBABLY ONE STRIKE, 
“ A GOOD ‘ ONE KILL 
1 | TIME TO HAVE \\ “Seuss. 
THE SQUAD i 
DISBAND. ‘ 
Hi 
a | 
Sa YES, 
ONCE YOU'VE THEN... 7; > 
SPOKEN WITH <R 
THEM, HAVE cea aN 
Ml THEM SENT ea 
\\ Back TO THEIe ‘2 
VILLAGES. : 























GIVE 
THE ONES 
WHO'VE LIVED 
THEIR REWARD... 

OOUBLE THE 
AMOUNT WE 
iy OFFERED AT 

; THE START... 



























































THEY WERE 



































IT'S ORIGINALLY 
OBVIOUSLY SIMPLE 
THE BEST PEASANTS 
THING FOR AFTER ALL. 
NO RATHER 
MATTER THEM. THAN BEING baa eat 60 
WHAT A) SAMURAI, I'M ” 
HAPPENS, 4} SURE THEY'LL 
FARM WORK REALIZE THAT 
1S FARM WORKING THE 






FIELOS IS 
WHAT THEY’RE 
SUPPOSED 
TO DO. 


WORK. 















































WHY DON’T ; 
YOU TAKE ae 
A BREAK i : 
HERED i. 
rr iit 
: SS 
‘ RS 




























BEING SAID, 
I DON’T WANT | 
TO HAVE TO 
LOOK FOR A 
NEW PERSONZ 
TO REPLACES 









I'M SURE 
A CAPABLE 
PERSON 
LIKE YOU 
WILL WANT 
TO LOOK 
FOR A NEW 
APPOINTMENT 
SOON. 


I'LL GIVE 
YOU A MONTH 
OFF TOO, 
SO DO AS 
YOU LIKE, 


IT’S GOOD 
TO GO SLAP 
YOUR WIFE’S 

ASS AND HAVE 
A LITTLE FUN 
ONCE IN A 
WHILE. 


WHY DON’T 
YOU RETURN 
TO THE VILLA 

ANO SORT 

OUT YOUR 

AFFAIRSP 


IT KNOW, 
WHY NOT 
VISIT YOUR 


MINE WILL 
BARELY LET 
ME KISS HER, 
LET ALONE 
SLAP HER 













































































IT'S GOOD 
TO HAVE A 
PLACE TO 
GO HOME 
TO... 














































































































































































































i ARTE 


ja 











WHAT AM T, 
AN OLD 
FART ATA 
BATH HOUSE 
SPOUTING 
NONSENSE? 





I’M AN 
IDIOT. 
































WHAT AM 
I DOING, 
TALKING 
ASOUT 
SLAPPING 
HIS WIFE’S 
ASS... 

















JUST 
A FEW 
PEOPLE. 







DON’T 
PANIC AFTER 
KILLING... 









































































sai Paty i STILL, THE 
HONESTLY, , 
suimaca WeLE T WOLILON'T DESTRUCTION 
SHOULD'VE ppt AVA | HAVE THOUCHHT STRIKE, ONE 
ce Se g STRIKE, 
KNOWN WHAT = f: eS KILL SAGARA aS 
WOULO ON A BRIDGE 
HAPPEN. a IN THE MIDOLE 
OF THE DAY. 
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rT Sp pte ftp ttf 
ait Pregl ET 

































HE’S ALSO 
NOT OUMB 











WHILE 








ENOUGH TO HE'S NOT 

TAKE ACTION THE SORT 
WITHOUT TAKING OF GUY TO 

THE CONSE- DIRECTLY 
QUENCES INTO DISOBEY 


ACCOUNT. ME, 


IT WOULD 
BE DANGER- 
OUS TO KEEP 

A BASTARD 

LIKE THAT 

NEARBY. 


I CAN'T 
SEE HIM 
ANYMORE. 


I'VE GOT 
NO IDEA 
WHAT HE’LL 
OO AFTER 
ALL, 





AFTER ALL, 


HE'S A PRETTY 
SHARP MAN... 























ON TOP 
OF THAT 
HE NEVER 
SHOWS ANY 
EMOTION. 


I'VE 
NO IDEA 
WHAT HE'S 
THINKING. 


IT'S MY 
FAULT FOR 
UNDERESTI- 
MATING HIM 
FOR BEING A 


< eee eee SHINSENGUMI 


WARRIOR... 





IT'S 


THIS 
agency Fe Sir, 
DECIDED 
ANYWAY... Fee 















































CANT HIDE 
WHAT HE'S 
THINKING, 

CAN HE...? 


AT BEST, 
HE’LL CONTACT 
ME VIA LETTEe 
ANO SENO ME 
ON A MISSION 
SOMEWHERE. } 


I DOUBT 
HE WANTS 
TO SEE ME 





























FROM 
THE LORD'S 
POINT OF VIEW, 


IT WAS 
ALMOST LIKE 
HE WAS TRYING 


I ONLY MANAGED 
TO GET OVER 
ONE OF THE 


TO INTERVIEW ME 


TOWARDS THE END, 
DESPITE IT BEING 


COUNTLESS a aie | FUTILE, 


HURDLES, 








NO, TO 
RETURN AFTER 
RESIENING 
TO TAKE PART 
IN THIS AS- 


SIGNMENT ‘ y 
WOULD BE | PS ; 
DIFFICULT. ay V, 


splash 

















WHY DID 
HE MENTION 
ANY OF IT? 














WHAT WILL 
GOING BACK 
HOME DO? 





ILL GO TO 
THE CAPITAL 
AND REJOIN 
THE SHINSEN- 
GUM... 


THE LORD 
RECOMMENDED 
I GO HOME, 
BUT.. I DON’T 
KNOW... 














] IT WOULD BE 


DANGEROUS 


TO RETUEN TO |WIN 


BASE, EVEN 
JUST TO 
COLLECT MY 
EFFECTS, 






































IT COULD 
HAVE JUST 
BEEN A FLN 


E\ CONVERSATION RT 
BUT. ¥ 
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| IT WOULD BE 


PRUDENT TO 


POSSIBLE. 





INDEED 
A TRAP. 
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IF HE'S 
WAITING 
FOR ME 
BACK AT 









LEAVE HIM ¥ 
BEP 








USHIGOROU 
1S QUICK- 
WITTED. 





IM 
SURE HE'S 
ALIVE AND 

RUNNING 
AWwAy 
RIGHT 
NOW... 
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WHY 
SHOULD I 
CARE ABOUT 
THE LIFE OF A 
PEASANT? 


THAT'S 
ENOUGH 
REASON TO 
RETURN, 


I CAN'T 
JUST 


ABANDON 


MY POST. 


IS IT MY 
DUTY AS THE 
ONE STRIKE, 

ONE KILL 
SQUAD’S 
LEADER? 











HOLDING A 
GRUDGE, 











ME: 


BESIDES, 
IM THE 
SORT OF 
PERSON WHO 
ABHORS.., 


ONCE I GO 
THEOUGH 
THOSE 
TREES, 


LET'S 
FINISH 
THIS, 

















ie ONE 7 
Ey 
= ‘ 




























































































+), 
: 


ANY . 


Sih 








HENS A-<pp 


Vi 
































I DON'T... 






















































































YOUR 
PLAN WAS TO 
GET US AUL 
KILLED! 











IT MEANS 
I'VE FIG- 
URED IT 


WHAT'RE 
you 
SAYIN’? 


YOU MEAN 
THE ONE 
STRIKE, ONE 
KILL SQUAD 
warrior 
RIHACHIP 


RIHACHI... 

















THEN THE 7 ag 8 he . 
PEOPLE AT THE SRV Sk IF WHAT 
TOP WANT TO AAS , | YOU'RE 
ENSURE THAT k a SSE SAYING IS 
NOT A SINGLE | ° eo 
MAN IS LEFT 







WELL, IT'S 













































WHY A COMMON 
ARE YOU iii STORY, NOT 
HECE? SURPRISING, 1 
INTERESTED 
IN WHO 


EXACTLY 
THESE 
PEOPLE 

ARE... 








T THOUGHT 
YOU HAD A 
GOOD HEAD 
ON your 
SHOULDERS, 
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THAT DAWOLING 
HERE... 


























I THOUGHT 
I SENSED 
ANOTHER 

PRESENCE 


HAVE BEEN 
ICHIZOU.., 


WILL ONLY 
RESULT IN YOU 
JOINING THE 
FOOLS LIVING 
AIMLESSLY 


ICHIZOU’'S 
HERE TOO. 


LOOK 
AT THAT. 


WELL, IT 

DOESN'T 

ACTING 7 MATTER, 
ON your 
BELIEFS... 





YOU'RE 


WELL, 
IT’S NOT 
LIKE I CAN 
COMMENT 
ON OTHER 
PEOPLE'S 
ACTIONS. 


‘it 

















T Witt 
BE YOUR 
OPPONENT, 
USHIGOROU. 


YOU HAVE FOLLOW- 
SURE YOUR |} CUT OOWN ING MY 
SKILLS HAVE |) COUNTLESS ORDERS... 
IMPROVED. PEOPLE. 





THIS IS THE 
ONLY PART 
T ENJOY, 
AFTER ALL. 


SIDERING 
ALL OF MY 
DUTIES, 


PU GIVE TT | 


EVERYTHING | 
oy) PVE GOT! 
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ILL KILL 
SHIMADA 
WHILE HIS 
BACK IS 
TURNED, 
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HE wane 
TO DEFLECT 
my {sworD, 

DESTROY 

MY, FORM, 

AND GAIN 

THE UPPER 

IHAND. 


USHI- 
GOROU'S 
ACTING AS 
THE DECOY. 
HE WON'T 
BE A MATCH 
£OR ME, 
«CHARGING 
HEAD ON 
LIKE THAT. 


HAVING A 
SHORT SWORD 
IN THEI2 
ARSENAL IS 
SURPRISINGLY 
TROUBLESOME, 
IT WOULON’T 
BE FATAL, BUT 
THEY COULD 
INJURE ME, 


ICHIZOU’S 
WIELDING 
A SHORT 

SWORD. 


THEY PE 
TRYING TO 
STRIKE IN 

UNISON, BUT 
ICHIZOU’S 
MOVEMENTS 
ARE SLUGGISH 
ANDO HIS TIMING 
1S SLIGHTLY 
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PLANNED 
GOROU TO 
CUT ME 
DOWN. 

































































PRESENCE 
I FELT AT THE 


HE MUST BE 
A SKILLED 
ASSASSIN, 


BEING AN 
ASSASSIN, 
I CAN'T 
PREDICT 
DO NEXT. 


HIS 
FOOTWORK 
1S SILENT... 

ANO TO MOVE 
AT THAT 
SPEED... 


LURKING 
BEHIND 


USHIGOROU Vj) 


TO KEEP 
ME FROM 
READING 
HIS MOVE- 
cy MENTS... 


Yo 


ca/2 

























































































THE 








QUESTION IS, \ 

HOW WILL THE \ HELL EXECUTE 
ASSASSIN \ HIS ATTACK TO 
REACH ME COINCIDE WITH 


FROM BEHIND 


USHIGOROL'S. 
HIM? 















IT’S AN 
EXCELLENT 
PLAN TO 
KILL ME. 























HE WON'T 
MAKE IT IF 

HE GOES LEFT 
OP RIGHT... 




















WHICH THUS IT WILL 
MEANS HE HAVE TO BE AN 
HAS THE ATTACK FROM 










CONFIDENCE  {) ABOVE... 
TO VAULT OVER 


USHIGOROU. 








IF HE 
ITS PULLS IT 
ANOTHER 
STORY IF 
THEY ATTACK 
AT DIFFER- 
ENT TIMES 


THOUGH, 









MY ONLY 





























CHANCE... 














STOPS HIS 
CHARGE, 




















































BUT A 
SKILLED 
ASSASSIN 
WOULON’T 
MAKE A 
MISTAKE 
LIKE THAT. 





WILL 
BE WHEN 
USHIGOROU 
NOTICES 
HIM... 





A LOWLY 
PEASANT 
THAT'S ONLY 
TRAINED FOR 
A LITTLE WHILE 
COULON’T 
POSSIBLY 
DETECT THEIe 
PRESENCE, 
BUT... 


NOT ONLY 
THAT, BUT I'LL 
HAVE TO TAKE 

USHIGOROU 
AND ICHIZOLI’S 
ATTACKS AS 


THEI 
ATTITUDE 
TOWARDS 

USHIGOROU 
IS THE ONLY 
POSSIBLE 
WEAKNESS OF 
THIS FOE. 


USHI- 
GOROU’S 
INTUITION 
IS ABOVE 
AVERAGE. 


HE SHOULD 
BE ABLE TO 
NOTICE. 


HOWEVER, 
ITLL BE 
HARDER IF 
HE KNOWS 
WHAT IM 
DOING. 
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EXPECTED 
OF LORD 
YOUR QUICK SHIMADA... 
THINKING ANDO SUCH... 
THE WAY YOU SPLENDID 
SHIFTED YOUR TECH- 
6RIP HAD ME NIQUE. 
MESMERIZED; 


I COULD WATCH 
THAT ALL DAY. 


DION’T CUT so ee 


DOWN THE 
PEASANTS HENSIELE.. 





YOU COULD 

HAVE KILLED 

ME WITHOUT 
GETTING 
INJURED, 


TO GO SO 
FAR AS TO 
TRADE BLOWS 
TO STAB ME 
WHEN T’LL 
JUST BE RE- 
PLACED BY 
SOMEONE 


\F 


YOU HAD 


CRUSHED 
THOSE TWO 
ANDO CHAL- 

LENGED 

ME RIGHT 


AK 


IN OOING 
SO YOU 
WOULON’T 


HAVE HAD 


NZ 
RSS) TO TAKE My 
AW COUNTER- 


T WOULD 


IT'S NOT 
FOR YOU 
TO KNOW. 





EVEN IN HELL, 

T WILL NEVER 

FORGET YOUR 
KINONESS... 


ALLOW ME, 
ONE WHO 
ISN'T EVEN 

WORTHY OF 


BEING GIVEN 
A NAME SUCH 
AN HONOR... 
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WAS POISON 
COATING THE | Ee 


ASSASSIN'S 





wh 





IT'S NO 
MORE THAN 
TRASH, 















IT’S NOT 
ONLY WARS 
THAT WILL 
CHANGE. 
EVERYTHING 
ABOUT OUR 

WORLD 
WILL, 








FUTURE 
BATTLES WILL 
CHANGE ON A 
FUNDAMENTAL 


HAVING A 
SwORrd 
WON'T 
HELP YOU 
AGAINST 
ANYONE. 





FROM 
NOW ON, 
WARS WILL 
NO LONGER 
NEED 
SWORDS, 





SUCH 
SOCIAL 
POSITIONS 













THERE'S 
WHETHER TOO MUCH 
OR NOT THE PRESSURE 
SATSUMA WIN, FROM 
THE OUTCOME FOREIGN 
WILL BE THE POWERS. 


IGNORANT 
PEASANTS 
LIKE YOUR- 
SELVES JUST 
WOULON’T 
UNDER- 
STAND. 











THE ERA 


SIMPLY 









WHERE YOU 
CAN MIND- HOLDING 
LESSLY TILL 4 SWORD 
THE LAND ANDO NO LONGER 
PAY YOUR COMMANDOS 
TAXES WILL RESPECT AND 







BE OVER. DIENITY. 

















NYS 
i VS won 
| Benes 


PEOPLE WILL Se 


CRUSH OTHERS 
UNDERFOOT, BENEFITS. 
REGARDLESS OF 
APPEARANCE 
OR STATURE, 





ALL OF 
THAT THIS WILL 
WILL END 
THESE 300 
YEARS OF 
—~\ SO-tucey 
S\ ATTITUDE. 








IT'LL BE UP 
TO YOU TO 
CONFIRM IT 
WITH YOUR 


IT MAT- 
TERS NOT 
WHETHER 
YOU 8E- 

LIEVE IT, 





I CAN'T 


CLOSER, 














CAN YOU 
HEAR ME 
NOw? 
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LIFTING 


THAT 


CAN I ASK LORD 
YOU ONE SHIMADA. 
THING? 












THAT'S 
WHAT THAT 
GUY SAID 
ANYWAY... 










MY BODY 
MOVED ON 
ITS OWN. 






I SIMPLY 
FOLLOWED 
THAT, 


THE ENEMY 
DIED AND 
I WAS IN- 

JURED. 


THAT’S IT. 
IT’S UN- 
AVOID- 
ABLE. 








IF 
YOU JUST 
KILLED US 
YOU COULD’VE 
EASILY TAKEN 








THE 
WAY OF THE 
SWORD AND 
THE WAYS OF 
WAR ARE ONE 


IS THIS 
OKAYP 










I CAN'T 
REMEMBER 
IT... 


WHAT 
CAN’T YOU 
REMEM- 
BERP 


MY 
WIFE'S... | 
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DION’T YOU 
JUST SAY 
THAT THE 

STATE OF THE 

WORLD'S... 











Sy ABOUT TT, PUL 


SS APOLOGIZE! 
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OO AT LEAST 
ONE GOOD 
THING IN 
YOUR LIFE. 











DON’T MAKE 
EXCUSES, 
YOU IDIOT... 
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I’M SUCH A 
COWARD... 





an annual march of Demons in Japanese folklore. 


‘Night Parade of One Hundred Demons’; 


', OF 


“Hyakki Yagyou’ 
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CHAPTER 40 
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T’LL GO JUST LIKE 


TO THE city ICHIZOU 
RIGHT NOW = SAIO 


NO ONE WHO £4 7 MHY § J] AND PICK 
CAN BEAT ME ( % ANS HER UP. 
AT STONE 
LIFTING. | 
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I NEEO 
TO TALK TO 
ONE OF THE 
GIRLS... YOU 

KNOW... 

















HEY, 
PEASANT. 






























































aN N Ws X 


OS 









































WHAT ON 
EARTH AM 
T DOING... 
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IT'S 
NOT SAFE 
BEIN’ OUT 

THERE. 
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J] HE'S A 
PEASANT. 


_ | HURRY THE 
KILL HIM? Lene \) GUARDS’LL 
CATCH US. 





WHO 
CARES IF 
WE KILL A 
PEASANT? 












































THERE’S NO 
POINT IN 
KICUIN’... 
























































































































































































































































THAT 
PEASANT 
FROM 

BEFORE. 








T HAVE 
BUSINESS 
WITH A GIRL IN 
THAT WHORE 
HOUSE. 








T’LL 
SAY IT 
AGAIN... 











Ushigorou, the One Strike One Kill Squad's 
last survivor. He's become one of the 

AWE TatelcValave melee |[-eM lam =e (oMm Mateme(-\-)er-Tlalile] 
man makes his way to Imura's store where 
his beloved Sono awaits... 

The final volume, Volume 7, out next winter!!! 
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